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Contemporary Art Competition
Propose a work or a project on the theme of water
Exhibition • Acquisition • Publication
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70 lauréats
Yoav Admoni • Akmar • Renaud 
Auguste-Dormeuil • Nour Awada  
Rachael Louise Bailey • Guillaume 
Barth • Hicham Berrada • Benoit 
Billotte • Mathieu Bonardet • Bianca 
Bondi • Muriel Bordier • Jessie 
Brennan • Emilie Brout & Maxime 
Marion • Gaëlle Callac • Cécile 
Carrière • Julie Chaffort • Yves 
Chaudouët • Claire Chesnier • Etienne 
Cliquet • Valère Costes • Olivier 
Crouzel • Edouard Decam • Asieh 
Dehghani • Céline Diais • Rebecca 
Digne • Cristina Escobar • Collectif 
EthnoGraphic • Laurent Faulon • Sara 
Ferrer • Etienne Fouchet • Antoine 
Gonin • Harald Hund • Arthur Hoffner  
Hao Jingfang & Wang Lingjie 
Nadia Kaabi-Linke • Zhang Kechun  
Elizaveta Konovalova • Jérémy Laffon  
Mathilde Lavenne • Olivier Leroi 
Sujin Lim • Rahshia Linendoll-Sawyer 
Claire Malrieux • Laurent Mareschal 
Medhi Meddaci • Camille Michel  
Gustavo Millon • Eva Nielsen • Maël 
Nozahic • Johan Parent • Benoît 
Pype • Bertrand Rigaux • Francisco 
Rodríguez Teare • Benjamin Rossi 
Erik Samakh • Sandra & Ricardo 
Alex Seton • Sidorenko-Dutca • Paul 
Souviron • Elvia Teotski • Thomas 
Teurlai • Capucine Vandebrouck 
Wiktoria Wojciechowska • Jenny Ymker

74 laureates
Yoav Admoni • Akmar • Renaud 
Auguste-Dormeuil • Nour Awada •  
Rachael Louise Bailey • Guillaume 
Barth • Hicham Berrada • Benoit 
Billotte • Mathieu Bonardet • Bianca 
Bondi • Muriel Bordier • Jessie Brennan 
• Emilie Brout & Maxime Marion • 
Gaëlle Callac • Cécile Carrière • Julie 
Chaffort • Yves Chaudouët • Claire 
Chesnier • Etienne Cliquet • Valère 
Costes • Olivier Crouzel • Edouard 
Decam • Asieh Dehghani • Céline Diais 
• Rebecca Digne • Cristina Escobar 
• Collectif EthnoGraphic • Laurent 
Faulon • Sara Ferrer • Etienne Fouchet 
• Marie-Anita Gaube • Antoine Gonin 
• Harald Hund • Arthur Hoffner •  
Hao Jingfang & Wang Lingjie •
Nadia Kaabi-Linke • Zhang Kechun   
•  M'hammed Kilito • Elizaveta 
Konovalova • Jérémy Laffon • 
Mathilde Lavenne • Olivier Leroi • 
Sujin Lim • Rahshia Linendoll-Sawyer 
• Claire Malrieux • Laurent Mareschal 
• Medhi Meddaci • Eva Medin • 
Camille Michel • Gustavo Millon • 
Eva Nielsen • Maël Nozahic • Johan 
Parent • Benoît Pype • Bertrand 
Rigaux • Sarah Ritter • Francisco 
Rodríguez Teare • Benjamin Rossi 
Erik Samakh • Sandra & Ricardo • 
Alex Seton • Sidorenko-Dutca • Paul 
Souviron • Elvia Teotski • Thomas 
Teurlai • Capucine Vandebrouck 
Wiktoria Wojciechowska • Jenny Ymker



Every year since 2011, the Talents Contemporains competition 
invites artists of all nationalities and disciplines to propose works or 
projects on the theme of water.
Water is explored under many aspects, ecological, environmental, 
philosophical, plastic, scientific, political, geographical, poetic... with 
various proposals ranging from drawing to photography, sculpture, 
installation or video.
The François Schneider Foundation wishes to support artists 
halfway through their career and to reveal them to a wide public 
by exhibiting their works in the François Schneider Foundation art 
centre and by circulating the works acquired for projects outside the 
walls (exhibitions, festivals...).
To date, the François Schneider Foundation has built up a unique 
collection on the theme of water, bringing together more than sixty 
works.

> an annual international contemporary art competition dedicated to the theme of water.

> more than 800 entries per year from over 100 countries.
> 4 to 6 winning artists are awarded annually for their project or work:
    > 2 works or projects in sculpture or installation
    > 2 to 4 existing works of painting, drawing, photography or video (not in the form of a project).

• Artists may submit an existing work in any discipline (painting, drawing, photography, 
video...) and will be awarded €15,000 if they win. 
• Artists may submit a project work in the field of sculpture or installation only. A 
maximum budget of €50,000 must be attached to the project. If the artist is the winner, 
he/she will be awarded €15,000 and the production budget of the work will be covered 
by the François Schneider Foundation.

> the artists will benefit from a group exhibition in the Foundation’s art centre, a bilingual 
publication and the acquisition of their work.
> a unique collection with some sixty works by 74 winning artists.
> a maximum endowment of 170,000 euros per year
   > 15,000 euros per prizewinner
  > 80,000 euros devoted to the production aid for several sculpture or installation 
projects (depending on the jury's choice).

In brief

To this day, 74 artists were rewarded:

Yoav Admoni (is), Akmar (nl), Renaud Auguste-Dormeuil (fr), Nour Awada (fr-lb), Rachael Louise Bailey (gb), Guillaume Barth (fr), Hicham Berrada (mo), 

Benoit Billotte (fr), Mathieu Bonardet (fr), Bianca Bondi (za), Muriel Bordier (fr), Jessie Brennan (gb), Emilie Brout & Maxime Marion (fr), Gaëlle Callac 

(fr), Cécile Carrière (fr), Julie Chaffort (fr), Yves Chaudouët (fr), Claire Chesnier (fr), Etienne Cliquet (fr), Valère Costes (fr), Olivier Crouzel (fr), Edouard 

Decam (fr), Asieh Dehghani (ir), Céline Diais (fr), Rebecca Digne (fr), Cristina Escobar (cu), Collectif EthnoGraphic (fr-br), Laurent Faulon (fr), Sara Ferrer 

(es), Etienne Fouchet (fr), Marie-Anita Gaube (fr), Antoine Gonin (fr), Harald Hund (at), Arthur Hoffner (fr), Hao Jingfang & Wang Lingjie (ch), Nadia Kaabi-

Linke (tn), Zhang Kechun (cn), M'hammed Kilito (UA), Elizaveta Konovalova (rs), Jérémy Laffon (fr), Mathilde Lavenne (fr), Olivier Leroi (fr), Sujin Lim (kr), 

Rahshia Linendoll-Sawyer (us), Claire Malrieux (fr), Laurent Mareschal (fr), Medhi Meddaci (fr), Eva Medin (fr), Camille Michel (fr), Gustavo Millon (cl), 

Eva Nielsen (fr), Maël Nozahic (fr), Johan Parent (fr), Benoît Pype (fr), Bertrand Rigaux (fr), Sarah Ritter (fr), Francisco Rodríguez Teare (cl), Benjamin 

Rossi (fr), Erik Samakh (fr), Sandra & Ricardo (pt), Alex Seton (as), Sidorenko-Dutca (md-rs), Paul Souviron (fr), Elvia Teotski (fr), Thomas Teurlai (fr), 

Capucine Vandebrouck (fr) et Wiktoria Wojciechowska (pl) et Jenny Ymker (nl).

THE “CONTEMPORARY TALENTS” COMPETITION



Philanthropic foundation, established in 2000 and recognized as a body acting in the public interest in 2005, 
the François Schneider Foundation, works in the twin fields of culture and education. The Foundation enables 
secondary school pupils to access higher education by offering them grants and assists contemporary artists 
by supporting the diffusion of their work.

The Foundation, directed by Marie Terrieux, encourages creative activity through various initiatives devoted 
to the theme of water, including an international competition, the acquisition of works for its collection and 
the organisation of themed exhibitions in its Contemporary Art Centre and sculpture garden. This work is 
complemented by publications, loans, travelling exhibitions and a residency programme for young artists from 
art schools along the Rhine.

Located on the Rhine territory, which runs from Switzerland to the Netherlands by way of France and Germany, 
the François Schneider Foundation places interculturality at the heart of its programming, aiming to bring 
about fruitful contacts between artists and the local populations of these different areas.

> An atypical and committed foundation

> A philanthropic foundation in Alsace, located in rural areas and in the heart of Europe

> A willingness to support equal opportunities, in terms of education and artistic creation

> A territory on the banks of the Rhine inspiring a program that celebrates water and promotes interculturality.

> An annual international competition, Talents Contemporains, with a budget of 170,000 euros.

>  An art centre of 4,500 m2, a sculpture garden and a collection of 90 works of art

> Thematic exhibitions produced by and for the foundation

> A residency program for young artists from schools along the Rhine River

> Cultural mediation promoting exchange with artists and the awakening of the public, especially young 
people and audiences from all walks of life.

the fondation françois schneider,
23 YEARS OF COMMITMENT TO EDUCATION & ARTISTIC 
CREATION

Fondation philanthropique créée en 2000 et reconnue d’utilité publique en 2005, la Fondation François 
Schneider poursuit un double engagement en faveur de l’éducation et de la culture. Elle permet à des 
lycéens d’accéder à l’enseignement supérieur grâce à des bourses d’études et soutient des artistes 
contemporains dans le développement de leur carrière. 

La Fondation, dirigée par Marie Terrieux, encourage la création à travers différentes initiatives dédiées 
au thème de l’eau notamment un concours international, l’acquisition d’œuvres pour sa collection et 
l’organisation d’expositions thématiques dans son centre d’art et son jardin de sculptures. Elle complète 
son action par des publications, des prêts, des expositions itinérantes et un programme de résidences 
pour les jeunes artistes issus des écoles le long du Rhin. 

Située sur le territoire rhénan qui s’étend de la Suisse aux Pays-Bas en passant par la France et l’Allemagne, 
la Fondation François Schneider place l’interculturalité au centre de sa programmation et contribue à 
susciter des échanges riches entre les artistes et les populations de ces différents territoires. 

> Une fondation atypique et engagée

> Une fondation philanthropique en Alsace, située en milieu rural et au cœur de l’Europe

> Une volonté de soutenir l’égalité des chances, en termes d’éducation et de création artistique 

> Un territoire en bord du Rhin inspirant une programmation qui célèbre l’eau et promeut l’interculturalité

> Un concours annuel international, Talents Contemporains, doté de 160 000 euros

> Un centre d’art de 4.500 m2, un jardin de sculptures et une collection de 90 œuvres 

> Des expositions thématiques produites par et pour la fondation

> Un programme de résidences pour les jeunes artistes issus des écoles le long du Rhin

> Une médiation culturelle favorisant l’échange avec les artistes et l’éveil du public, notamment des 
jeunes et des publics de tous horizons

la fondation françois schneider, 
21 ANS D’ENGAGEMENT EN FAVEUR DE L’ÉDUCATION 
& DE LA CRÉATION ARTISTIQUE 



THE THEME OF WATER

The theme of water takes a particular sense within the Foundation’s Contemporary Art Centre. This one is built in the 
former bottling plant from Wattwillers springs. Water is also omnipresent in the exhibited art works and in the architecture 
itself.

Water has always been a source of artistic inspiration. Still in the time of ancient Egypt, the representation of waters 
undulation was one of the most employed hieroglyphs. Over the centuries, a lot of poets and writers praised its virtues 
whereas musicians learn from it to compose their melodies, painter drew the meanderings of the lake, river and sea they 
discovered and artists multiply the techniques to transcribe its plastic power.
Today, in the face of the global ecological and social situation, it has become a pregnant subject of reflection among a 
whole generation of plastic surgeons.

Indeed, water, essential to all life and to the development of mankind, is a multifaceted and yet singular element. It is 
symbolically one of the natural elements, with air, fire and earth, which make up the universe. At heart of mythology and 
religion, it is a sign and a symbol, and it constantly changes form. Water is a natural resource, of course, but for a large 
part of mankind, it is the rarest asset. Here it is a combination of various subjects, including arts, science, geography, 
politics, economy, identity and different fields.



COMPETITION TERMS AND ELIGIBILITIES

This competition is open to major visual artistes, of all nationalities, at the mid-point of their career, the eligible disciplines 
are the following : 

or any other form of plastic or visual art (live performance and music are not included)

For installations and sculptures, artists may submit either an existing work or a project. In the case of a project, a 
production budget of a maximum of 50,000 € must be attached.

For other art forms, only an existing work can be submitted. No additional production budget can be allocated for paintings, 
drawings, photographs or videos. The work presented, which may consist of a set or a single piece, must be unique. (for 
video or photography if the work includes editions, the prize is different, see rules). Films, live shows and performances 
will not eligible.

Each candidate may present only one work or one project per year. A work proposed to the competition cannot be represented in the 
competition the following year or afterwards.

Proof of a professional artistic activity and/or being a graduate of an art school.

Have a solid artistic background: work recently exhibited in institutions, galleries, festivals, etc. or have participated in 

an artistic residency.

painting

drawing

sculpture 

installation

photography

video 



ENDOWMENT

A maximum of 4 to 6 winners will be selected from among the applicants and will receive the following 
prize money :

15,000€ each for the acquisition of their work which will become part of the Foundation’s collection.
The following are also part of the endowment:

Participation in a group exhibition at the Foundation’s art centre.

A bilingual publication presenting the work of the laureates.

A video portrait of each of the laureates.

For the realisation of the works presented in the form of projects (sculpture or installation), a maximum 
envelope of 80,000€ is made available, divided between the different projects according to the needs of 
the artists and the decisions of the jury. In this case, the files must include a detailed budget of the 
production costs with an estimate. The budget must not exceed 50 000€ per project. 
For photographs and videos, if the print is not unique, the prize is €8,000 (see the rules for 
details). However, it is advisable to propose a unique edition for the competition.

LA DOTATION
Parmi les candidats seront choisis au maximum 4 à 6 lauréats qui recevront la dotation suivante : 

15 000€ chacun pour l’acquisition de leur œuvre qui intègre la collection de la Fondation.

Font également partie de la dotation :

La participation à une exposition collective au sein du centre d’art de la Fondation.

Une publication bilingue présentant les travaux des lauréats.

Un portrait vidéo de chacun des lauréats.

Pour la réalisation des œuvres présentées sous forme de projets (sculpture ou installation), une enveloppe 
maximale de 80 000€ d'aide à la production est mise à disposition, fragmentée entre les différents 
projets selon les besoins des artistes et les décisions du jury. Les dossiers devront comporter 
un budget détaillé des coûts de production avec devis. Le budget ne doit pas excéder 50 000 € 
par projet. 
Pour les photographies et les vidéos, dans le cas où le tirage n’est pas unique, la dotation est de 
8 000 € (se reporter au règlement pour les détails). Il est cependant conseillé de proposer une 
éditon unique pour le concours.

ENDOWMENT

A maximum of 4 to 6 winners will be selected from among the applicants and will receive the following 
prize money :

15,000€ each for the acquisition of their work which will become part of the Foundation’s collection.
The following are also part of the endowment:

Participation in a group exhibition at the Foundation’s art centre.

A bilingual publication presenting the work of the laureates.

A video portrait of each of the laureates.

For the realisation of the works presented in the form of projects (sculpture or installation), a maximum 
envelope of 80,000€ is made available, divided between the different projects according to the needs of 
the artists and the decisions of the jury. In this case, the files must include a detailed budget of the 
production costs with an estimate. The budget must not exceed 50 000€ per project. 
For photographs and videos, if the print is not unique, the prize is €8,000 (see the rules for 
details). However, it is advisable to propose a unique edition for the competition.



ORGANISATION OF THE COMPETITION
Artists are invited to submit their offerings on the water theme, realistic or utopian, figurative or abstract, whilst offering a singular and 
sensitive viewpoint on this theme

THE CALENDAR
21 September 2022 from 10 am	         20 november 2022 until 11.59 pm (local time) : Call of applications

December 2022 – February 2023 : the Committees of Experts will meet to choose about thirty finalists

March 2023 : Announcement of the finalists in the press, on the website and on the Foundation’s social networks 

April 2023 : Selection of the winners by the International Grand Jury and announcement of the winners to the press, on the 
website and on the Foundation's social networks

Autumn 2024 : Exhibition of works at the François Schneider Foundation in Wattwiller (Haut-Rhin, France)

NB : La Fondation se réserve le droit de modifier les dates.



The expert committees and the grand jury are made up of art and culture professionals (exhibition curators, art critics, specialist publishers, 
museum directors, etc.), who provide their expertise in identifying the projects and works received.

NB : Les comités d'experts et le grand jury sont susceptibles d'être modifiés suivant la disponibilité de chacun.

THE COMMITTEES OF EXPERTS
 
Five expert committees made up of gallery owners, art critics, curators and prize-winning artists form pairs that analyse 200 entries each and 
shortlist the finalists. The thirty or so finalists are then presented to the grand jury. 

THE INTERNATIONAL PANEL OF JUDGES
�
This Jury, chaired by Jean-Noël Jeanneney, includes well-known personalities from the world of the arts. From this 10th edition, they will elect 
from among the thirty finalists 4 award-winning artists, including two works in the field of sculpture and installation.

The Grand Jury in 2022 was made up of:

Jean-Noël Jeanneney, former president of “Radio France”, former Secretary of State and former president of the “Bibliothèque Nationale de France” – Paris 
(France)

Constance de Monbrison, Head of Insulinde collections, musée du quai Branly - Jacques Chirac - Paris (France)

Alfred Pacquement, Honorary General Curator of Heritage – Paris (France)

Chiara Parisi, Director of the Center Pompidou-Metz (France)

Ernest Pignon-Ernest, Artist, Paris (France)

Roland Wetzel,  Director of the Tinguely Museum – Basel (Switzerland)

Rosa Maria Malet, Director of the Joan Miró Foundation 1980-2017, member of the Board of Directors – Barcelona (Spain)



APPLICATION FILE
Participation in the competition can only be done electronically after registration on the website of the François Schneider Foundation: 
www.fondationfrancoisschneider.org/en/contemporary-talents-competition

In the event of technical difficulties relating to the internet, applicants will contact the Organizer as soon as possible. We invite you to submit your 
applications as early as possible to avoid server slowdowns and therefore your application does not reach us on time.

Application files must be written in French for French-speaking candidates, and in English for other candidates.

These files must include:

Administrative part

Registration form and signed regulations read and approved (PDF format)

Copy of your identity document (front / back identity card or passport) (PDF format)

Artistic part (work carried out or project to be produced, sculpture or installation)

Your curriculum vitae and / or presentation of the collective of artists, justifying an artistic background (work recently exhibited in institutions, 
galleries, festivals, etc. or having participated in one or more artistic residencies) (PDF format, 2 pages maximum).

Your portfolio / artistic presentation of your work (PDF format, 10 A4 pages maximum, 10 MB maximum)

A letter of intent presenting the work or project and the artist’s approach for the competition, intellectual and creative approach (PDF format, 
2 pages maximum).

A precise technical description of the existing work or project (sculptures, installations), title, materials, technique, dimensions, weight, 
constraints and technical means required for the exhibition, assembly or transport of the work (PDF format, 1 page maximum).

A detailed production budget of up to € 50,000 for works presented in the form of projects for sculptures and installations (PDF format). 
It presents the cost of the production costs with estimates: materials, audiovisual, intervention of companies/craftsmen, transport costs 
(transport if specific, customs, crane...) transport costs for the follow-up of the project. The Foundation does not finance research and 
creation residencies. Artists' fees are included in the 15 000€ grant and do not have to be included in the budget.

1 to 5 color visuals (photo, drawing, diagram, modeling, plan, etc.) (JPG format, 5 MB maximum per visual).

Video extract for the video works. It is possible to attach a video capture for the other works (painting, sculpture, etc.) in order to contextualize it 
(format MOV/MP4, 4Giga maximum).

NB: The jury will be sensitive to the clear and concise nature of the dossier and to the coherence of the proposal in relation to the collection of the François Schneider 
Foundation.

Any file that is incomplete or does not comply with the above instructions will not be submitted to the Committees of Experts and the International Grand Jury.



INFORMATIONS AND CONTACT
Fondation François Schneider
27 rue de la Première Armée
68700 Wattwiller – France
Tel : +33 (0)3 89 82 10 10
info@fondationfrancoisschneider.org
fondationfrancoisschneider.org

Francisco Rodríguez Teare, Arthur Hoffner and Thomas Teurlai, winners of the 9th edition and Marie Terrieux, Director of the François Schneider Foundation 


